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CONTENT OUTLINE i

Purpose:

To connect empathy, culture, and the elements of music used throughout the units
of instruction.

Time:

60 minutes
Grouping:

Whole Group
Standards:
California Visual and Performing Arts Standards linked throughout

Slides:

27-30

Handouts:

Materials:

Slide presentation, audio capabilities, basic set of classroom instruments, books such as Freedom in
Congo Square by Carole Boston Weatherford & R. Gregory Christie, My Name is Celia by Monica
Brown, and Hush! by Mingfong Ho

Media Resources:

California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) Arts Initiative =~ www.ccsesaarts.org m. ‘..
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PROCESS/ACTIVITY i

1. The first three sections of this presentation have allowed participants to explore the lives of people in
other parts of the world through music that is part of their daily lives, rituals, and celebrations, while
also introducing and reinforcing key music standards. This final section provides an opportunity to
connect empathy, culture and the elements of music.

2. Creating a soundscape

a. Watch the Choir Creates Rain Storm video and observe the different sounds produced

- Ask the participants how the choir in the video created the sounds from a rainstorm?

b. Remind participants that a soundscape is a way to observe, record, and replicate the sounds
in the environment.

c. Ask participant groups to select a children’s book from the selection provided. Sample titles:

- Freedom in Congo Square by Carole Boston Weatherford & R. Gregory Christie
- My Name is Celia by Monica Brown
- Hush! by Mingfong Ho

d. Ask each group to read the book and determine what opportunities exist to replicate sounds
in the story.

e. Ask each group to create a 1-2 minute soundscape using body percussion, voice,
instruments, or other “found” instruments in the room to accompany a portion of the selected
book.

f. Invite each group to share their soundscape with the whole group

g. Ask each participant group:

- Do you believe your use of the elements of music in creating and performing the
“Soundscape” conveyed the images you intended to communicate to the listeners?

Why or why not?
- If you were going to perform this “Soundscape” again, what would you change? Why
or why not?
h. If time allows, make a simple audio or video recording of the participants performing their
“Soundscape”
i. Share the recording with the participants and ask them to offer suggestions for improvement

3. Reflection
a. What is empathy and why is it important to you?
b. What things did you learn about the South African people and music that were similar to
c. What did you learn about the South African people and their music that you feel is important
to share with others?
d. How did you use the elements of music to convey images, feelings, or emotion in your small
group performance?
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